70                                       NEW   HUMANISM

More significant than the similarity In the leftist
and rightist programme is the similarity in their politi-
cal practice. Engaged in a struggle for power, they tend
to adopt means which contradict their profession of
democracy. Striving to become popular, they tend to
flatter the prejudices of the people and foster the autho-
ritarian tradition rooted in their cultural and political
backwardness. While democracy presupposes a self-
reliant people, conscious of their rationality and indivi-
dual dignity, leftist parties no less than the rightist seek
to rely on totalitarian sentiments. To the collectlvist
appeal of the class, they add the totalitarian appeal of
the nation. Socialists thus become the champions of
nationalism. No difference being thus left In the pro-
gramme as well as the political practice of various
parties, the struggle between them assumes the character
of a mere scramble for power, which is not only devoid
of any progressive possibility, but is destructive of the
cultural values of democracy. It has aided the growth
of totalitarian forces in different countries and brought
the world to the verge of a catastrophic military
conflict.

Pursuit of power, even when undertaken as a
means to its diffusion, defeats the purpose. In the
sphere of power-politics, that party succeeds which
excels others in its totalitarian appeal and in the com-
plementary qualities of demagogy, blind faith and hero-
worship. No party which joins in the struggle can win
and yet remain democratic either in its internal organis-
ation or in its attitude to, and influence on* the people.